REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


On the Supra-Pudic Operation of Opening the Bi.adder for 
the Stone and for Tumours. By Sir Henry Thompson, F. R. 
C. S., etc., London. J. and A. Churchill, n New Burlington 
street. 1886. Pp. 57. 

Sir Henry Thompson has the soul of an artist, and there is always a 
charm about the manner in which he treats any subject he mav chance 
to deal with. As also he writes only on matters of which he has had 
an exceptional, often unique, experience, it goes without saying that any 
surgical book of his must be a valuable book to literature. 

After a few preliminary observations Sir Henry deals with the supra¬ 
pubic operation in its historical, anatomical and practical aspects suc¬ 
cessively. He observes, incidentally, that the largest stone he has yet 
removed by lithotrity weighed 2’/* ounces (80 grammes). He adds « 
“ I do not deny that even a larger size may be so extracted, but I do 
not say that it would be often prudent to undertake the task. Much 
depends upon the operator and his experience. Phosphatic calculi of 
still larger weight may be crushed successfully. But there is a limit 
which no man can define, even to the capability of modern lithotrity. 
There are calculi too large and too hard to be removed by that opera¬ 
tion.” There can be no question but that the less experienced the op¬ 
erator is in dealing with stone, the sooner will the limit of size and 
hardness be reached at which he ought to cut and not crush. As our 
author remarks, stones of large size ought not to exist in these days, 
but, so long as human nature is found in man, there will be patients 
whose timidity and procrastination will give calculi time to grow. It 
is not, therefore, entirely a question of improved surgical education. 

Sir Henry now believes that in the hands of most operating sur¬ 
geons supra-pubic lithotomy will prove a Safer and a far easier opera¬ 
tion than lithotrity for hard stones when they have arrived at about i 1 /, 
to 2 ounces in weight. 

The historical account deals with the work of Pierre Franco (1556), 
Rousset (1581), Hildanus (1680), Proby (1694), Douglas (1719), 
Cheselden (1723) Morand (1725), Heister (1739), Frdre Come (1758), 

(377) 
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and various surgeons of the present century, among whom may he es¬ 
pecially mentioned for the value of their papers, G. M. Humphry, C. 
W. Dalles and E. Bouley. 

A short description of the ordinary mode of operating concludes 
with a contrast of the relative risks of supra-pubic and perineal lithot¬ 
omy by no means favorable to the latter. It is “ beset with dangers,” 
while there are but two chief risks in the former procedure, viz., (1) to 
the peritoneum; (2) infiltration of urine. 

Now infiltration of urine is very rare, so that the only real risk is that 
of injury to the peritoneum. Modern researches, especially those of 
J. G. Garson (1877), have shown us how to ensure a safe supra-pubic 
interval in which to operate without endangering the peritoneum. Gar- 
son’s memoir, describing the effect on the position of the bladder of 
distending the rectum, and especially calling attention to its bearing 
on the operation of supra-pubic lithotomy, was read at the Congress of 
German Surgeons on April 12, 1878. “ Professor Petersen, of Kiel, 

was present, and there is little doubt that he was thus led to test by 
practice the theoretical question of the abundant space in this manner 
obtained for the high operation, then raised by Garson.” Petersen’s 
paper (1880), his methods and results are there outlined, and Guyon’s 
account of eight cases noted. Sir Henry Thompson’s first case was in 
1883, and, last November, he completed his eighth. 

After no other previous preparation than emptying the bladder, the 
patient is anaesthetized in the supine position, with the head and 
shoulders slightly raised. An empty india-rubber bag rolled into a 
cone and well vaselined is passed well into the rectum completely 
above the sphincter. Then about twelve or fourteen ounces of water 
are gently thrown into the rectal bag, in the case of an adult. 

Thompson next injects through a flexible catheter, slowly and gently 
6, 8 or 10 ounces, feeling his way carefully according to the resistance 
perceived in the act, and the degree of eminence observed above the 
pubes, almost invariably obvious to the eye as well as to the hand, 
taking care to avoid the application of lorce. “ The rectal distension 
is essential, the vesical need not be considerable,” The fluid used 
should be a mild antiseptic solution, such as one of boracic acid. The 
catheter being withdrawn, the base of the penis is firmly ligatured with 
an india iubbtr tube. Palpation above the symphysis now demon¬ 
strates the position of the bladder, most of it lying above the brim of 
the pelvis in the foim of a rounded ball. There is little to be noted 
about the author’s method of reaching the bladder through an ordinary 
median incision about 3 inches long, other than that he uses the index 
finger-nail instead of the knife, except in dividing the skin, the aponeu- 
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rosis and the fascia transversalis. A small hook fixes the bladder, 
while it is cut enough to admit the right index finger. The left index 
is afterwards insinuated in beside the right, and an opening of sufficient 
size made by gently separating the two fingers to a sufficient extent, 

“ thus avoiding the knife, and with it, sometimes troublesome hemor¬ 
rhage.” When operating for tumor, our author passes a loop of stout 
silk through each margin of the vesical opening and hands each loop to 
an assistant who holds it up. 

Instead of forceps, he extracts the stone with Ins two index fingers, 
applying them separately like the separate blades of a midwifery for¬ 
ceps. No suture is placed in the bladder, and only one about an inch 
below the upper angle through the abdominal walls. He leaves five 
or six inches of large india-rubber tube for the first twenty-four or forty- 
eight hours” to ensure a free opening in case of hamiorrhage, and some¬ 
times, also, a full-sized catheter in the urethra. 

The patient has generally been relieved by the removal of these in 
two or three days, sometimes sooner. He lies on his back the first 24 
hours, and then on each side alternately for six hours at a time, and 
all the urine runs easily in this way from the wound, and excoriation of 
the skin is prevented by one side only being wetted for that short 
period at a time. “ No other dressing than layers of lint soaked in 
weak carbolic acid solution, or in one of boracic acid, has ever been 
employed by” Sir Henry Thompson. 

One patient,a;t. 73, died" of sheer exhaustion” on the ninth day. 
Each of the others made a good recovery. In getting down to the 
bladder, the author has lately, for convenience sake, used an ivory 
“ separator” instead of the finger-nail. 

When the patient is a female or the bladder has been already 
opened from the perinreum, that viscus cannot be kept distended with 
fluid and has therefore to be opened on a sound. As soon as the 
opening has been thus made it has often happened in former times 
that the bladder has slipped away, and the surgeon has perhaps torn 
its connections a good deal in the endeavor to get his finger into it. 
Thompson describes a special hollow sound to obviate this. Its ex¬ 
tremity is open obliquely, and when it reaches the wall of the bladder, 
a hook is thrust into it through the vesical wall, the latter being thus 
secured before it is opened. 

We find it difficult to believe that, given a sufficiently sharp hook 
and a deliberate, careful surgeon, any special form of sound can be re¬ 
quired to assist in fixing the bladder, nor can we think that Sir Henry’s 
" ivory separator" is really much more useful than the handle of an or¬ 
dinary scalpel. It is to be regretted, therefore, that he has apparently 
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made an attempt to encumber surgery with two more instruments. 

The author estimates highly the probable value of the supra-pubic 
operation as a means of removing vesical tumors. In addition to its 
freedom from hemorrhage it permits a somewhat more extended use 
of the sense of touch than is practicable by the perineal incision; and 
it adds thereto the ability to see to a certain extent, conferring also an 
opportunity to apply the cautery or styptics. 

The book concludes by the recital of eight cases. Whoever pro¬ 
poses to do the supra-pubic operation for the first time cannot do bet¬ 
ter than study it with care. He will find the task no unpleasant one. 
Whoever is practically acquainted with the operation will take a natural 
interest in the able, thoughtful and graphic narrative of one who has 
been over the same ground himself. 

C. B. Keetley. 

Practical Notes on the Treatment of Deformities. By Henry 
F. Baker, F.R.C.S. (Edin), Assistant Surgeon (late house-surgeon) 
to the Royal Orthopaedic Hospital, etc., etc. London, Ed. Stanford, 
1886. Pp. 71. 

This book describes nothing new and destroys nothing old, and yet 
it is a genuine contribution to orthopaedic surgery. Its value is due to 
the fact that it is an honest, clear and short description of the practice 
at the largest, and, we believe, the oldest orthopaedic institution in En¬ 
gland, an institution well known throughout the world in association 
with a majority of the most renowned British names in that branch ol 
surgery. 

There is but little pathology in the book, and what there is is mainly 
fanciful. Mr. Baker can scarcely be blamed for this. He accepts, 
with an evident modesty and ingenuousness, the theories of the school 
whose practice he follows, theories evolved from their own moral con¬ 
sciousness by surgeons so profoundly satisfied with the results of 
their treatment that they almost uniformly deduced their notions of 
pathology from their notions of treatment; and naturally disfigured 
their books with gross misstatements, scarcely to be paralleled in any 
other department of surgical literature. Tenotomising for everything, 
everything is, with them, ol muscular origin. Mr. Baker is so far car¬ 
ried away by this idea that he begins his book with the suggestion that 
“ relapsed ” cases of club-foot owe the difficulty of dealing with them 
to the fact* that the tendons have not been properly divided and have 
formed adhesions. We should greatly like to see the proofs of this 
statement, which appears to us to be without foundation. If he had 
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written that so-called “ relapsed ” cases of club-foot, and of some other 
deformities, especially genu valgum, had never been cured at all, not 
even when they had been treated at the Royal Orthopedic Hospital, 
he would have been much nearer the mark. In most of such cases, 
the imaginary cure consists in hiding one deformity by the addition of 
another, and when nature has had time to remove the latter, the orig¬ 
inal (older and more obstinate) reappears and a relapse is said to occur. 
This is a statement the proofs of which stare everybody in the face,and 
are invisible only to the “ muscular ” school of orthopedic patholo¬ 
gists. In illustration of the almost comic light in which this school 
view certain things, take the following two sentences from pp. 43 and 
68 of this book respectively. “ In extreme cases of genu valgum in 
adults osteotomy maybe necessary,” (in extreme cases ,—may be neces¬ 
sary !). “ If the progress of the case continue unchecked, the interver¬ 
tebral cartilages become compressed on the side corresponding to the 
concavity of the curve.” That’s all! Who would suspect from this 
that the bodies of the vertebra alter in shape more quickly and more 
seriously than the cartilages, and that no one has ever yet demonstrated 
a scoliotic spine, however incipient the curvature, in which the wedge- 
shaped change in the bodies did not exist ? 

However, in spite of these strictures on the faulty side of the book, 
it has great merits, both negative and positive. It does not contain a 
single ill-natured word, and is entirely free from those absurd and im¬ 
pertinent suggestions of orthoptedic incompetence in general surgeons, 
which swann in certain books I should name if naming would not too 
well serve their authors’ main purpose, namely, advertisement. The 
style is clear and unaffected. But the chief value of the work is due 
to the fact that it is a practical account of the favorite methods of an 
able man who has been for a period of no less than ten years resident 
surgeon at a great metropolitan orthopedic hospital, and who, more¬ 
over, had an exceptionally sound and practical training in general 
medicine and surgery before that period. 

C. B. Keetley. 

Surgical Diseases of the Kidney. By Mr. Henry Morris. Lon¬ 
don: Cassell. 1885. 

The present progress of surgery is nowhere so much observable as in 
the appearance of works which deal with the surgical treatment of 
those regions, which have only recently come under the hand of the 
surgeon, and the above named work is well worthy of perusal. 

A somewhat large proportion of the book is devoted to the consid- 
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eration of the anatomy of the kidney, including its malformations. Un¬ 
fortunately, notwithstanding the fact that many attempts have been 
made and rules laid down lor the detection of the presence of a single 
kidney, there is no record of a correct diagnosis having been arrived at 
until after death. It does not even appear to be certain, as Mr. Mor¬ 
ris asserts, that abnormalities of the generative organs are in any way 
connected with those of the kidney. 

The question of injuries of the kidney is then fully considered, and 
the formation of blood cysts in connection with it, and it is pleasant to 
observe that the term traumatic hydronephrosis which has been some¬ 
what unhappily applied to such conditions, does not find place in the 
book before us. 

On the subject of renal calculus Mr. Morris is most explicit in the 
principles on which he insists, and on the differences which he lays 
down between the modern operation of nephrolithotomy, and the in¬ 
cision of the kidney to relieve an abscess which has been produced by 
the irritation of a calculus. “ Nephrolithotomy,” he says, “ there¬ 
fore, is the operation for stone in the kidney. Nephrotomy is 
the operation for calculous pyelitis, or calculous hydronephrosis, 
or pyonephrosis,” etc. Now, whilst fully endorsing these remarks, we 
confess it is a little arbitrary to deny the term nephrolithotomy to a 
case because some pus is present, when it is admitted that the stone 
was the cause of the pus, and that its removal relieved the patient of 
pyuria, if it did not leave him with an uninjured kidney. 

The surgical treatment of kidney tumors is but little referred to, 
probably because the author feels he is treading on debatable ground, 
and is unable to advise in many cases their removal by any surgical 
operation. 

In conclusion we can cordially recommend this book to our readers 
as giving an excellent rdsumfi of the present state of our knowledge 
on the subject. W. Bruce Clarke. 


RECENT GERMAN SURGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

I. VERHANDLUNGEN DER Deutschen Gesellschaftfur ClIIRURGIE. 
Vierzeiinter Congress, abgehaltcn zu Berlin,vom 8-n. April, 1885. 
mit 13 Tafeln, Aobildungen und Holzschnitten. Berlin, 1885. Ver- 
lag von Aug. Hirschwald. New York, G. E. Stechert. (Proceedings 
of the German Surgical Association, held at Berlin, April 8-11,1885. 
With 13 tables, illustrations and wood-cuts. 
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2. Beitraege zur klinischen Chirurgie. Mittheilungen aus der chir- 
urgischen Klinik zu Tilbingen. Herausgegeben von Dr. Paul 
Bruns. Zweiter Band. Ersles Heft. Tubingen, 1886. H. Laupp. 
New York, G. E. Stechcrt. ( Contributions to Clinical Surgery. 
Reports from the Surgical Clinic of Tilbingen. Edited by Dr. Paul 
Bruns. 2d Vol. Part 1). 

3. Arbeitenaus der ciiirurgischen Klinik der KoeniglichenUni- 
versitaet Berlin. Herausgegeben von Dr. Ernst vonBergmann. 
Erster Theil. Mit Vier Tafeln. Berlin, 1886. Aug. Hirschwald. 
New York, G. E. Stechert. ( Contributions from the Surgical Clinic 
of the Royal University of Berlin. Edited by Dr. Ernst von Berg- 
mann. Parti. With four plates). 

4. Mittheilungen aus dem Koelner Burger Hospital. Herausgegc- 
hen von Oberarzt Prof. Dr. Bardenheuer. Erstes Heft: Osteoplas- 
tische Resection des Manubrium Sterni.Mit zehn Tafeln in Lichtdruck. 
K0I11 und Leipzig, Albert Alin, 1886. New York, G. E. Stechert. 
(Reports from the Municipal Hospital in Cologne. Edited by Prof. 
Bardenheuer, chief surgeon. 

First part: Osteoplastic resection of the manubrium sterni. 

5. Die Krankheiten der Vagina. Von Dr. A. Breisky, 0 . O. Pro¬ 
fessor der Geburtshillfe und Gynakologie an der Deutschen Univer- 
sitiit zu Prag. Mit 47 Holzschnitten. Pp. XVIII-205. ( Diseases 
of the Vagina. By Dr. A. Breisky , Professor of Obstetrics and 
Gyntecology at the German University at Prague. With 47 wood 
cuts). 

6. Die Lehre von den Knociienbruechen. Von Dr. Paul Bruns, 
Professor in Tubingen. Mit 239 Holzschnitten. Zweite Halfte. 
Pp. XLVI, 410-630. ( Treatise on Fractures. By Dr. Ban! Bruns, 
Professor at Tubingen. With 239 wood-cuts. Second half). 

7. Milzbrand und Rauschbrand, Bearbciten von Wiliielm Koch. Mit 
8 in den Text gedruckten Etolzschnitten und 2 lithographischen Ta¬ 
feln. Pp, XXIV-154. ( Splenic Fever and Glanders. By Dr. 
William Koch. With 8 wood-cuts incorporated with the text, and 
2 lithographs). 

8. Verletzungen und Chirurgische Krankheiten des Gesichts. 
Von Prof. Dr. Trendelenburg. Mit 30 Holzschnitten und 5 Litho- 
grarfiten Tafeln. Erste Halfte. Pp. 194. {Injuries and Surgical 
Diseases of the Face. By Prof, Trendelenburg. With 8 wood-cuts 
and s lithographed plates. First half). 
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9. Die Verletzungen der Oberen Extremitaeten. Von Dr- 
Bernard Bardenheuer, Oberarzt am Kolner Biirgerhospital. Erster 
Theil. Mit 196 abbildungen im Text. Pp. XXVIII-738. ( In¬ 
juries of the Upper Extremities. By Dr. Bernard Bardenheuer, 
Surgeon-in-chief to the Cologne Municipal Hospital. First part. 
With 196 illustrations in the text). 

to. Die Ciiiuurgische Anatomie in direr Bkziehung zur Chir- 
urgischen Diagnostik, Pathoeogie und Tiieraihe. Von Prof. 
Dr. Max Schuller in Berlin, Heft. I. Die obere Extrcmitat. Berlin, 
Georg Reimer, 1885, New York, G. E. Stechert. Surgical ana¬ 
tomy in its relation to surgical diagnosis, pathology and therapeutics. 
Part I, The Upper extremity. By Prof. Max Schiil/er, of Ber¬ 
lin. 

11. Handbuch der Kriegscihrurgischen Technik. Eir.e gekronte 
Preisschrift von Dr. Friedericii Esmarch. Kiel, Lipsius & Tischer, 
1885. New York, G. E. Stechert. Manual of the technique of 
military Surgery, by Friedrich Esmarch, of Kiel, Receiving the Ger¬ 
man Empress’ prize at the Vienna International Exhibition. Third 
edition. 647 wood-cuts. 

12. Compendium der Lehre von den Fkischen Traumatischen 
Luxationen, fur Studirende und Aertze, von Dr. Stetter. Berlin, 
Georg Reimer, 1886. New York, G. E. Stechert. A Comptnd of 
Instruction in Recent Traumatic Dislocations, by Dr. Stetter). 

1. The report of the Fourteenth Congress of German Surgeons,which 
has taken some time in preparing, contains, in uniform arrangement 
with the former ones, a full report of the papers read at the congress 
together with the discussions following, all given verbatim, and matter 
relating to the business aspect of the congress, including a catalogue 
of members, etc. It surpasses its predecessors in volume, containing 
543 pages of printed matter, besides a number of handsome plates. 
The subject-matter has been'reported in due season in the Annals 
of Surgery. 

2. This second volume contains further essays of surgical interest 
from members of the Surgical Clinic of Tilbingen. 

Prof. Bruns was one of the first directors of German Clinics, who 
preferred editing the essays originating in his clinic in book form to 
publishing them in the extant periodicals. Whether they are as uni¬ 
versally read and widely circulated as they would be in the periodicals, 
is questionable. 
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We subjoin a list of contents referring our readers to the separate 
notices in our Index of Surgical Progress for more special informa¬ 
tion, 

P. Bruns, on cases of sudden death after fractures of bones, result¬ 
ing from venous thrombosis and embolism. 

E. Miiller , on the behavior of the bodily temperature in subcu¬ 
taneous fractures. 

0 . Habennaas, on tuberculosis of the mammary gland and some 
other rare cases of surgical tuberculosis. 

Eugeii Miiller , on the intracapsular extirpation of thyroid cysts. 

F. Kobe/, on the arsenical treatment of malignant tumors. 

A. lVdrner, on the final results of the operation for labial cancer., 

3. This volume contains a number of essays all originating from the 
Berlin Surgical Clinic, some of which have been previously published 
in the Archiv fur klinische C/tirurgie and the Berliner klinische 
lVoc/ienschrift-finA have been noticed in the Index of Surgical Progress 
in the Annals under their proper headings. 

Two articles are from the pen of Prof, von Bergmann himself, one 
on traumatic compression of the brain and one on extirpation of the 
kidney. 

Two papers are by Fehleisen, on displacement of the bladder by 
tamponade of the rectum; and on exostosis bursata respectively, while 
F. Grimm writes on chyluria and 13 . Scheuerlen on suppuration by 
means of chemical irritants. An elaborate treatise upon arterio-venous 
aneurysm by F. Bramann, over 100 pages in length, is included, which 
had been already reported in a condensed form in the Archiv far 
klin. Chirurgie. 

For those who do not subscribe to the periodicals mentioned, this 
book will prove a handy addition to their library, containing, as it does, 
papers by the highest German authorities on the respective sub¬ 
jects. 

4. This pamphlet contains the first of a series of essays from the 
pens of Prof. Bardenheuer and his assistants, which are to be edited in 
book-form, for the reason that they are too voluminous to be printed 
in the periodicals, Among the nine subjects announced as ready for 
publication in this series we notice “Transverse Exsection of the Tarsal 
Bones,” “ Resection of the Epididymis for Tuberculous Testicle,” "Ex¬ 
tirpation of Kidney,” “Cholecystotomy ” and “ Operative Treat¬ 
ment of Caries of Anterior Portion of Sacral Bone.” The au¬ 
thor’s well-known participation in preparing Billroth and Liicke’s 
" Deutsche Chirurgie ” has heretofore prevented him from giving 
these articles to the public. 
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The pamphlet under consideration is about 80 pages in length and 
treats of the indications and the modes of performing the operation of 
resection of the upper portions of the sternum. 

The indications are given when the innominate artery, the first part 
of the subclavian or the intra-thoracic part of the carotid is to be 
ligated. 

This may become necessary for injuries to the arteries, for traumatic 
or spurious aneurisms, or for retro-sternal tumors involving the ar¬ 
teries. 

Further indications are represented by tumors situated behind the 
sternum and requiring removal j by similarly situated abscesses, by 
diseases of the sternum proper, requiring its removal, and by the 
necessity of performing tracheotomy when the trachea is not approach¬ 
able above the sternum, as in cases of malignant inoperable tumor of 
the thyroid. 

In the second half of the paper the author details the various opera¬ 
tions mentioned from a technical point of view, adding anatomical 
notes wherever necessary. 

Descriptions are given of Graefc’s, PirogolFs and Mott’s manner of 
operating for ligation of the innominate, and the author’s own method 
is detailed at length with references to cases. After making two long 
incisions through the skin at right angles to each other and crossing at 
the upper margin of the manubrium sterni, and duly elevating the per¬ 
iosteum, he saws through the right clavicle and the first two ribs 3 or 
4 cm. from the sternal articulations, and, raising them up, advances 
between the posterior periosteum of these bones and the sternum 
respectively, until he can, by chiseling through the sternum, take out 
its whole upper portion. The sternal articulations of the correspond¬ 
ing bones of the left side are exsected. The periosteum remaining is 
then incised, and thus access gained to the parts underneath: 

In a similar manner the operations for ligating the subclavian ar¬ 
tery, and for the other indications mentioned are given, and cases, 
illustrated by handsome phototypes, are added. 

The author does not believe the operation to be too difficult of per¬ 
formance or to demand too much time for execution, if the surgeon have 
previously practised it. 

The obvious objection to the operation, that the danger incurred by 
laying open the mediastinum, and the danger of wounding the pleura, 
the large veins of this region, the thoracic duct, etc. is too great, is 
met by the assertion that the removal of the sternum in point of fact 
facilitates the operation by permitting free access to these parts, and 
that it therefore reduces the danger. The after-treatment of the wound, 
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moreover, may be much more safely conducted by plugging the entire 
cavity with thymol gauze after removal of the sternum, and better 
drainage thus ensured than is possible in retrosternal operations. The 
cavity closes rapidly by granulation. The sternum and portions of the 
clavicles which have been removed, are reproduced by the periosteum, 
although of slighter proportions, and narrowing of the chest and scolio¬ 
sis results. 

\V. W. Van Arsdale. 

Numbers 5 to ro are all monographs belonging to Billroth and 
Lilcke's Deutsche Chirurgie (Stuttgart, F, Enke, 1886), and are re¬ 
spectively numbers 60, 27, 9, 33 and 63 of that encyclopaedia. 

5. With Prof. Breisky’s work surgeons are already familiar, since it 
originally appeared in the “ Handbuch dcr Frauenkrankheiten.” We 
note in the present edition the addition of fifty pages of new matter, as 
well as an exhaustive bibliography, which shows that the learned author 
has made a careful study of American and English as well as French 
and German authorities. Prof. Breisky is well known as one of the 
few German admirers of American gynecology, which fact ought to 
make his book a popular one among us. 

The arrangement of the present volume shows a marked improve¬ 
ment over the former one, while the copious foot-notes renders it ex¬ 
ceedingly valuable for purposes of reference. 

Chapter III, on atresia and stenosis of the vagina, has been recast 
and now concludes with a carefully prepared table of the author’s 
own cases, eighteen in number, all of Which terminated fortunately. 
The following chapter; on prolapse of the vagina, is less satisfactory, 
especially the paragraphs referring to operative treatment. 

Chapter VII in the old edition is now chapter IX. Chapter VII 
(pages 101-145), treating of inflammation of the vagina, is new, as are 
the accompanying wood-cuts (Figures 27 to 32 inclusive), from Ruge 
and Chiari. The latter, with the exception of Fig. 32, are unfortun¬ 
ately rather indistinct. The subject of vaginitis is ably treated under 
the following subdivisions: 

1. The catarrhal inflammations, including acute catarrh, follicular, ve¬ 
sicular, emphysematous and exfoliative vaginitis. 2. The exudative in¬ 
flammations (vaginitis diphtheritica, dysenterica, erysipelatosa and 
septica). 3. Peri-vaginal inflammation and abscess. The chapter 
concludes with photographs on syphilitic and tuberculous ulceration, 
gangrene and ulcus rotundum vagina. 

Some of these sub-varieties may appear to the English reader to be 
forced, but the author’s careful descriptions prove that he records the 
results of his own observations. 
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Chapter VIII, “ New Growths in the Vagina,” (formerly chapter 
IX, consisting of 25 pages), includes pages 145-180, and is exhaustive. 
We are glad to note the omission of the old figure 31, which was most 
unpleasing to the eye. 

The concluding chapter on fisluke, formerly the eighth, has been re¬ 
modeled, especially the descriptions of operations. The paragraphs 
on recto-vaginal fistula show that the author has not failed to be in¬ 
fluenced by Emmet’s teachings, The section on entero-vaginal fistulas 
has been thoroughly modernized in its essential features. 

In concluding this hasty examination of a scholarly work we would 
again call attention to the thoroughness of the revision j to the im¬ 
proved arrangement of the subject-matter and to the great value of the 
collected bibliography. The absence of an index is to be deplored. 

6. Prof. Bruns prefaces the second half of his monograph with up¬ 
wards of thirty pages of references, which can not fail to awaken the 
admiration of the surgical reader 

Continuing the subject of the after-treatment after consolidation of 
fractures, the author considers on the opening page (401) the possible 
complications which may arise at this period, especially oedema, mus¬ 
cular atrophy, paralysis and contracture, and stiffness of the joints. 
Chapter VI is entitled “ The Indications for Amputation and Resection 
of Joints in Fractures.” Dr. Bruns lays down the positive rule, that 
aside from complete crushing of a limb, where gangrene is inevitable, 
primary amputation is clearly indicated only in those cases “ in which 
there is but a remote possibility of healing under conservative treat¬ 
ment ” (l 1 . 409). On another page (410) he repeats and emphasizes his 
previous opinion that "no compound fracture by itself no matter how 
extensive the comminution, is an indication for primary amputa¬ 
tion, but only an accompanying irreparable destruction of the soft 
parts." 

The seventh section, treats of the immediate and subsequent com¬ 
plications of fractures and their treatment and concludes the subject. 

7. Dr. Koch’s work will possess more interest for the veterinary sur¬ 
geon. With the exception of about twenty pages, it is devoted to 
splenic fever, which affection is discussed most thoroughly. 

Particular attention is paid to the pathological anatomy ; the bacteri¬ 
ology receives due mention, and is illustrated by a fair lithograph. The 
bibliography is copious. 

8. The first part of Prof.Trendelenburg’s monograph on facial injuries 
and diseases promises only fairly. It contains five chapters (the 
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first and the fifth should really be combined) which treat respectively 
of congenital deformities, wounds and other injuries of the face, in¬ 
flammatory swellings, new growths and failures of development. 

Under chapter I are included failures of development of the frontal 
process (hare-lip and cleft palate) and of the upper branchial arch with 
the operations for their cure. There is nothing particularly new in 
this portion of the book, although it is fully up to date. The chapter 
on wounds and injuries, (stabs contusions, burns and frost-bite) is 
brief and rather more superficial than the reader would expect in a 
monograph j the same may be said of chapter III. in which brief para¬ 
graphs are devoted to such important matters as anthrax erysipelas 
and the syphilidcs; to furuncle, noma and lupus are allowed three 
pages each. 

Chapter IV, on new growths (including pages 74 to 139) is more ex¬ 
tended. Macroglossia is (rather curiously) described at length under 
this chapter, the author regarding it as a “ congenital lymphangioma of 
the tongue.” Fifty pages are given to angioma, the subject being well 
covered. The interesting keloid growths which develop on the lobe of 
the ear are described and figured (pages 107-109) also dermoid cysts 
and the sarcomata (page 109). Epithelioma, of course, claims the 
larger part of this chapter (27 pages), and the section in which it is 
discussed is, in the main, satisfactory, although there are too many 
tables of statistics, and too little about treatment. Theories regarding 
the etiology of the disease occupy nearly one-half of the section. Chap¬ 
ter V, entitled " Defects and Failures of Development of the Face, 
Plastic Operations,” forms the concluding topic, and is more carefully 
elaborated than those which precede it. The first section is introduc¬ 
tory, and treats of plastic operations in general, the different forms and 
methods of obtaining skin-flaps, etc.; the second is devoted to rhino¬ 
plasty (pages 153-176), the third to cheiloplasty, the three concluding 
sections to melo-blepharo and otoplasty. The operations are described 
briefly, but in a manner sufficiently clear to the surgical reader; the il¬ 
lustrations are, unfortunately, few in number, and not always of the 
newest. The plates at the end of the volume, illustrating various 
forms of facial disease and deformity are very good. There is neither 
a table of contents nor a bibliography in the book, but doubtless these 
will be supplied in the second part, for the appearance of which we 
should wait before passing judgment upon the character of the work 
As far as it has gone, we venture the criticism that it is rather disap¬ 
pointing, as compared with most of the monographs which have pre¬ 
ceded it, in that it is uneven and incomplete in some portions. While 
one or two of the chapters are thorough and exhaustive, others arc 
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abridged to an extent that would not be expected in a special treatise. 

9, We are compelled to pass in hasty review the first volume of Dr. 
Ilardenhcuer’s work, which, when completed, will be what the tier- 
mans call " kolossal.” We can give but a very imperfect idea of it 
here. Of the fourteen chapters in Part I, the first deals with general 
questions of anatomy, pathology and diagnosis, the next two with frac¬ 
tures of the clavicle and scapula and dislocations of the former bone, 
the fourth, fifth and sixth with fractures and dislocations of the hu¬ 
merus ; the two succeeding chapters treat of injuries of the axillary and 
subclavian arteries and brachial plexus, the next of traumatic inflamma¬ 
tion of the shoulder-joint. Chapter X describes the different methods 
of exarticulating and amputating the humerus. Chapter XI, injuries of 
the muscles, nerves and blood-vessels of the upper arm. The three con¬ 
cluding chapters are devoted to injuries and operations around the el¬ 
bow-joint. Considering the limited field of this bulky volume, the 
reader will at once infer that each topic is considered with true Ger¬ 
man thoroughness, and such is indeed the fact. Yet there is no ten¬ 
dency on the part of the author to indulge in useless details. His style 
is frequently epigrammatic; each paragraph is complete in itself- 
Statistics are introduced where they are needed, but always in a con¬ 
densed form, elaborate tables being omitted. The drawings are nu¬ 
merous and good ; many of them will be quite new to readers of En¬ 
glish works. 

It is unnecessary to analyze each chapter in detail; a brief review 
of one will serve to indicate their general arrangement. The anatomy 
of the special injury is first described, followed by the etiology, symp¬ 
tomatology,, diagnosis, prognosis and treatment; each section is pre¬ 
ceded by a brief historical sketch. The principal points in the diagno¬ 
sis and differential diagnosis are stated in as few words as possible, and 
rather with the view of furnishing practical hints for the surgeon than 
of displaying well-rounded periods. 

The chapters on operations (X, XI and XIII) are, of course briefer 
than in works on operative surgery, but they are quite comprehensive. 
The anatomy and surgery of the subclavian arteries are thoroughly pre¬ 
sented in chapter VII. It would be unjust to the author of such an 
elaborate treatise to judge of the character of his work from this hasty 
notice. It is worth a careful perusal, and will certainly find a worthy 
place among surgical monographs. It is marked throughout by the 
two cardinal virtues in an author—clearness and brevity. The impres¬ 
sion left after a careful perusal is this—that Prof. Bardenheuer has 
written from his own experience and at the same time with an honest 
desire to give every man the credit of his work without regard .to his 
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nationality. When it is completed, it will not be easy to find a rival 
for such a monument of patient industry. H. C. Coe. 

10. The anatomy of the human body is treated from a somewhat 
broader point of view in this work of the well-known German surgeon, 
than is usually customary in topographical and so-called surgical ana¬ 
tomies, and throughout the first volume now before us abundant evi¬ 
dence is easily detected even at a cursory glance, of that thorough¬ 
ness, both in original research and in the acquaintance with others’ ob¬ 
servations, which has marked the author’s previous writings, and to 
which he deservedly owes his reputation. 

The reader is supposed to have a complete knowledge of descriptive 
anatomy and a fair idea of the topographical relation of the parts as 
well as a general knowledge of pathology and the surgical treatment of 
diseases and injuries. 

Presuming upon such knowledge, the author professes to guide the 
reader in the examination of the living healthy subject and the normal 
cadaver, and to point out the parts dissected in the one through the 
uninjured integument of the other, as well as to give him hints and di¬ 
rections in producing pathological conditions in the cadaver resem¬ 
bling those frequently occuring in surgical practice, and aiding him in 
their diagnosis and treatment. 

In the present volume the author first describes the external aspect 
of the upper extremity from a surgical point of view, as it relates to in¬ 
spection and palpation, and enumerates the deeper seated parts as 
they can be made out by the sense of touch, ns well as the topographi¬ 
cal situation of such ones as cannot be felt, and the points for reaching 
them by incision. He considers all these things as they vary under 
the influence of movements, disease and injuries. 

In the anatomical descriptions of the parts the author has taken 
special care to explain the forms and relations of the lymph-spaces and 
serous cavities, employing injections of the intermuscular spaces, joints 
and tendon-sheaths to demonstrate his statements. Original experi¬ 
ments and deductions from them are likewise especially noticeable 
under the headings of the various forms of dislocations; and in the 
treatment of the subject of injuries to the larger vessels frequent allu¬ 
sions to special experiments are to be found. 

The subject-matter has thus become quite extensive, and in this first 
part of the work, treating only of the upper extremity, 370 large octavo 
pages are contained. 

The work contains in a readily accessible form much information 
which surgeons, especially those who have been instructors as well as 
operators, have hitherto had to look up in monographs and periodical 
literature; and for this reason alone, even without consideration of 
such origininal matter, as of itself attests the worth of the book, it will 
prove a very valuable addition to the library of all readers of German. 

11. The third edition of Esmarch’s Military Surgery will be wel- 
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corned by the public with the more pleasure, as it has been awaited for 
so long a time. The first two editions were already out of print in the 
year 188:, the book proving a great favorite, and owing to the failure 
in business of the original publishers, the reappearance of the book 
has been delayed till now. 

The book is so well known that a mention of its contents appears 
superfluous. 

The third edition bears evidence of several alterations. It appears 
in two volumes, the first containing the subjects of wound-dressing and 
bandaging; the second operative surgery, 

The antiseptic method is given more prominence than before ; direc¬ 
tions are included for preparing antiseptic dressing material, and for 
the disinfection ol septic wounds, 

In the second volume numerous additions have been made. Chapr 
ters, such as the one on suture of the intestine, have been extended so 
as to comprise recent methods (as Czerny’s suture), and other chapters 
have been inserted, as the ones on resection of ribs and on the osteo¬ 
plastic resection of the tarsus after Mikulicz- Wladimirow. 

The book now appears in small octavo and the type is smaller, 
which rather detracts from its elegance, although it may lessen its cost. 
The handsome chromo-lithographs of the first edition have also been 
omitted and replaced to some extent by wood-cuts. This applies to 
the transverse sections of the limbs, and to the operations of ligating 
the arteries. 

In the latter the surrounding portions of the limb have been omitted, 
which so well served to impress the localization of the vessels upon 
the mind of the reader, and enabled him more easily to find his place. 
The wood-cuts are well executed, but the differentiation of the vessels 
by shading does not compare in distinctness to the former coloring. 
Several new wood.cuts representing the course of the main arteries are 
added. 

12. This is a concisely written, handsomely-published hand-book of 
about 120 pages intended for the use of students, and giving in few 
words the mechanical pathology, symptoms, diagnosis and treatment 
of dislocations occurring in the daily surgical practice—one of a class 
of books not very frequently met with in German medical literature on 
account of its eminently practical character. 

Luxation of the spinal vertebra: is somewhat quickly disposed of, 
the author stating thilt local symptoms are frequently not well marked, 
and the nervous symptoms not practically available for diagnosis. 

Other forms of luxation, however, such as that of the elbow, appear 
treated with perspicacity and at sufficient length. 

The author, being instructor in surgical bandaging at the University 
of Koenigsberg, intended the volume as a hand-book for the use of his 
students. The purpose is evidently adequately attained. 

W. W. Van Arsdale. 



